
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF DECEMBER 13, 2021 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of December 13, 2021 meeting was called to order at 
6:32 p.m.  The meeting was held via ZOOM.  The announcement of Public Meetings was 
read by the Administrator. In attendance were Mayor Bianco Bezich, Commissioner 
Roche and Commissioner Troy, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and 
Borough Clerk.  
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
Laura Oaks, Park Place, talked about the placement of the concession stand at 
Centennial Field and its negative impact on the residents.  She noted that this seems to 
be a permanent structure, which is not used that often during the year, but is stocked 
with drinks and food throughout the year.  This could create an issue with mice and other 
rodents.  Additionally, there is now a trashcan outside the structure that contains trash, 
which the residents will most likely have to deal with.  The residents here would like 
cooperation and consideration with the football association, who put the concession 
stand in.  She suggested that the structure be relocated to the Lincoln Avenue end, 
where is could be somewhat hidden from view.  She finished by noting that she has 
emailed the youth football organization’s president twice, but has not heard back at this 
time. 
 
Dave Cole, Park Place, commented that the volunteerism in town and the high level of 
participation by the children in town is much appreciated.  However, if you looked at the 
location of this concession stand you would be upset as well.  He noted that no residents 
in this area received anything in 2018, which is when we are now being told this was 
approved.  This structure is unsightly.  He pointed out that this is a main sledding spot when 
it snows and this takes up most of the space where that activity occurs.  Lastly, he feels 
that this will affect the property values of the homes there. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich thanked everyone for their comments and noted that she would 
need to look at the site, as well as look at the 2018 information. 
 
Ms. Oaks asked that in the interim the food be removed from the structure.  Mr. Cole 
asked when the residents could anticipate hearing back from the Commissioners on this 
issue. 
 
Commissioner Roche noted that he had gone to see the site in person and stated that 
the structure looks to be a shed and that it sits on a slab of concrete.  He would need to 
find out if this was approved by the Planning Board, and then discuss it with the football 
association; a dialogue needed to be had between everyone involved. 
 
Barry Brady, Potter Street, asked if the Commissioners would be discussing the Snowden 
Avenue housing site during this meeting.  The Borough Administrator replied that it is not 
on the agenda. 
 
Next, the various requests for use of borough property were reviewed: 



1. Haddonfield United Methodist Choir – would like to sing Christmas carols and songs 
on December 19th from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm on Kings Highway.  The requestor, Matt 
Smith, joined the meeting to answer any questions.  He noted that all singing would 
be done from stationary locations, some in Haddy Lane, and some in Kings Court.  
However, if the number of singers became too big, i.e. 30+ people, they would 
break up into separate locations.  Mayor Bianco Bezich specifically asked where 
the participants would be parking and commented on possible issues with singers 
parking closest to the shopping, taking up spaces for the shoppers.  Mr. Smith 
noted that arrangements could be made with the parking, although, there was 
one singer that would need to use a wheelchair.  The Commissioners approved 
the event. 
 

2. Girl Scout Service Unit 303’s request to be allowed to have a cookie booth in Kings 
Court every Saturday from January 15, 2022 through March 26th from noon to 4pm.  
In the past the Commissioners have allowed a couple of weeks at various times, 
but not for the entire request.  Jennifer Sheran, the requestor, joined the meeting 
to answer any questions and stated that she is serving as the Cookie Coordinator 
for the region.  She noted that there would typically be two troops per Saturday, 
although, last year it was just her troop that used Kings Court on the approved 
weekends.  This time it would also include the Cherry Hill and Merchantville service 
area.  Ms. Sheran pointed out that Girl Scouts of America has a “cookie finder” 
program, which will include this site, and could potentially drive more shoppers to 
the downtown shops.  Commissioner Troy asked where the traditional, or historic, 
location had been for these sales.  Ms. Sheran noted that it was outside the Acme 
Market, but she was being told that they would most likely not be allowed to sell 
there anymore.  Mayor Bianco Bezich commented that it had been her desire to 
support a new cookie business during last year’s COVID issues, which was why she 
had not been willing to approve all of the dates requested by the Girl Scouts at 
that time.  The question was asked if Haddonfield troop(s) would be given 
preference for use in Kings Court.  Ms. Sheran pointed out that there is a raffle 
process to make sure that all troops in a service unit are given a chance to sell 
cookies.  The Commissioners approved the use of Kings Court for these cookie 
sales for the period requested. 
 

3. Little Stix Lax, LLC has requested for use of the field space next to Mountwell Park 
on Monday’s from 4pm to 7pm from March 28th through May 23rd.  The Recreation 
Director has advised that there are no fields available.  Additionally, some of those 
groups who use the fields also go outside of Haddonfield to get fields and 
suggested that this group go to Camden County Parks system.  Mayor Bianco 
Bezich confirmed that this group is a for-profit organization.  After a brief discussion 
the Commissioners agreed to respond that Mountwell Park is not available, but 
they would look into alternatives. 
 

4. Haddonfield Lions Club’s 5K race on October 1, 2022 – Commissioner Roche 
suggested reaching out to them to ask if they could move the run to Sunday, 
October 2nd because of the use of the field for soccer games during that 
timeframe.  The Commissioners agreed to ask them to move the run to Sunday.  
However, Commissioner Roche asked if this was a fun run or if it was a fundraiser.  



The Mayor noted that it is a fundraiser for Haddonfield Foundation.  The 
Administrator suggested that if moving the race to Sunday was an issue, maybe 
the Commissioners could talk to the soccer organization to see if they could move 
the games to another location for that weekend.  The Commissioners agreed. 
 

5. A Red Kettle Drive request from Haddonfield Lions Club was then discussed.  They 
would like to use Kings Court on Friday, December 17th and 24th in the afternoons.  
Various locations were reviewed before the Commissioners approved the Kings 
Court location.  After is was commented that there may be a conflict with 
Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) activities for Candlelight Shopping, 
Commissioner Troy suggested approving the use on the condition that it does not 
interfere with music scheduled by PfH.  The Commissioners agreed to this 
condition. 
 

6. Commissioner Troy then asked the Commissioners to review the use of the Borough 
right-of-way on Farragut Avenue for a basketball hoop.  He noted that a citation 
has been sent to the residents for a hoop that has been permanently installed on 
the right-of-way.  The height of the hoop was reviewed, as well as the potential 
issues because of borough trucks.  It was noted that this is in the borough’s right-
of-way, and therefore requires Commissioner approval.  The Borough Solicitor 
suggested an indemnification agreement.  Discussions were then held on what 
happens when either a borough vehicle is damaged by hitting this hoop, or if the 
hoop is damaged.  Mayor Bianco Bezich expressed concerns about opening the 
borough up to more requests for such use.  After further discussion, it was agreed 
to table this discussion to the next work session so that Commissioners could look 
into the possible issues more.  Commissioner Troy stated he would ask the 
Community Development Director to extend the citation an additional 90 days.  
The Commissioners agreed to that extension. 

 
 
The Administrator then reminded the Commissioners that they are also the Board of 
Health.  She requested that they consider holding quarterly Board of Health.  Typically, in 
pre-pandemic years there was typically one meeting held per year, but one way to 
obtain additional points towards Sustainable New Jersey re-certification is to hold 
quarterly meetings and to appoint an advisory board.  The Commissioners agreed to 
setting up the quarterly meetings for 2022 and to hold a Board of Health meeting on 
December 27, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The 2022 quote for the position of Animal Control Officer (ACO) from our current ACO, 
Independent Animal Care Services was then reviewed.  There is no increase over the 
previous year.  The one other company that offers these services in this area declined to 
submit a quote for 2022.  The Commissioners agreed to appoint Independent Animal 
Care Services at the December 27th meeting.  The Administrator advised that there is also 
no increase for the animal shelter services through Voorhees Animal Shelter.  The 
Commissioners also agreed to renew this appointment. 
 
The Borough’s Haddonfield Foundation appointment was then reviewed by the 
Administrator, who advised that the former appointee, Neal Rochford, has expressed his 



willingness to be appointed for a second term.  This is a 5-year appointment.  Mayor 
Bianco Bezich noted that there has been no report provided to the Borough at this point.  
The Commissioners agreed to appoint Mr. Rochford to the Haddonfield Foundation after 
a brief discussion. 
  
Prior to discussing the renewal of the three-year agreement for the Health Insurance Fund 
(HIF), Commissioner Roche reviewed the comparisons for health insurance plans already 
offered by the Borough and what is available through NJSHB.  Based on this comparison, 
it is recommended by the Administrator to renew membership in the local HIF.  The 
Commissioners agreed to add the necessary resolution to the December 27th agenda. 
 
The 2022 meeting schedule was then reviewed.  The Administrator suggested adding the 
new quarterly Board of Health meetings to the last month is each quarter, starting at 7pm 
on the same date of the public meeting.  The Commissioners agreed to make this 
change.  Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that there may be a need to change the regular 
date of the Human Relations Commission meetings.  Commissioner Roche commented 
about the February work session being on Valentine’s Day, and noted that Haddonfield 
Outdoor Sculpture Trust’s (HOST) annual event that involves the Commissioners on that 
date.  The Commissioners agreed to change that meeting to Tuesday, February 15, 2022.  
The Commissioners then reviewed holding meetings in-person, or via ZOOM, in 2022.  The 
use of a hybrid-style was discussed.  The Administrator advised that she and the Police 
Chief can work on getting pricing to set up various rooms in the building for hybrid 
meetings and report back.  The Commissioners agreed that this was the right move to 
make at this time.  They also agreed to continue with ZOOM meetings until something 
could be set up. 
 
When the December 27th agenda was reviewed, the Commissioners agreed to move the 
resolution regarding various appointments to the January public meeting. 
 
At 7:55 p.m. Commissioner Roche made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 
Bancroft redevelopment contract, professional services appointments, as well as 
attorney-client privileged litigation and potential litigation discussions, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
At 9:28 p.m. the Commissioners returned from closed session, were the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 

 


